GJC Hall of Fame Inductee

COMMUNITY JAZZ CENTER

Name: ERNEST “SPECK" REDD

Instrument:  Piano

Year Inducted: 2001

Ernest "Speck" Redd was born in
Hannibal, MO and moved to Des
Moines in 1941 after living in
Ottumwa. Nicknamed "Speck"
because of his freckles, he was a
popular pianist during World War
Il and the Center Street jazz era
in Des Moines. Speck was a
mainstay at the Tally-Ran
nightclub and later at Vic's Tally-
Ho Restaurant. He appeared
many times on KRNT radio and
television and taught his style of
playing to hundreds of students
over the years including other
Hall Of Fame inductees, Scott
Smith and Sam Salomone. Speck
Redd was one of the most
popular players in Des Moines

until his death in 1974.
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